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First Jewish Colony in America
The first Jews to settle in the United States were 23 refugees from Refuge, Brazil. After being expelled from Spain and Portugal, the some Jews settled in South America. Unfortunately, the Inquisition followed them there and they once again had to leave. Sixteen ships sailed from Refuge in 1654, but only fifteen made it safely to their destination – Amsterdam. The sixteenth ship was captured by pirates, but let go when the Jews aboard gave up most of their jewels and possessions. They were rescued by a French ship, the Saint Catherine, that took them to the Dutch colony of New Amsterdam.

· Imagine that you are one of the people on board that ship. 

· Write a one page story, poem, or diary entry about your experience.

